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CARE INNOVATORS

Aspire Scotland has been nominated for the ‘Innovation
in Business Award’ at the Ayrshire Business Awards
2015. Aspire, alongside two other contenders, has been
shortlisted from a list of over a 100 businesses in Ayrshire.
The award, sponsored by North Ayrshire Council, acknowledges organisations who have shown a high degree of creativity and dynamism in engaging with partners and publics. Aspire Scotland is being recognised for
its online collaborative platform ‘The Gateway’, which
encourages all of Aspire’s partners to communicate
and work together in support of young people’s plans.
‘The Gateway’ provides Aspire’s partners from across
health, social care and education with real-time and
‘on the go’ access to the challenges and successes
faced by Aspire’s children and young people every day.
‘The Gateway’ operates much like the social media engine ‘Facebook’ and it continues to aid Aspire’s team in
delivering the highest standards of quality and care. The
Innovation in Business Award winner will be announced
at the Ayrshire Business Awards in October.
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DANIEL’S JOURNEY
By Lisa Kirk, Educare Worker, Rose Cottage

Since I started working with Daniel I noticed he
has always enjoyed the outdoors and travelling.
By chance, one day after a conversation with
Daniel’s mum I realised Daniel in fact had a bus
pass and that Daniel and his family travelled
frequently on the bus when he was younger, so
I hoped to rekindle his sense of adventure!
Knowing Daniel, I decided the best course of action would be to tell Daniel on the day and make
it a spontaneous event, so I spoke with Daniel and explained that we were going to travel
on the bus, instantly he gave a big smile and
skipped out the door with excitement.
Supported by my colleague Lynda, we set off on
Daniel’s journey into the local town of Irvine. He
managed extremely well, remaining calm and
relaxed throughout the trip. When we returned
back to Rose Cottage Daniel was content and
visibly uplifted. Every week, we now ask Daniel
if he wants to go on the bus and he gives us a
big smile.
Daniel now has a weekly programme which
involves him going on the bus with one staff Daniel is really enjoying exploring the local community and staff
member. Daniel travels into the local area and plan to further his journeys as he becomes more confident travenjoys a hot chocolate at Costa Coffee then re- elling on the bus.
turns on the bus to Rose Cottage.

MAD ABOUT HORSES
Aspire’s own Chloe Donaldson and Myrryn McCudden can’t hide their love for
horses.
Myrryn volunteers at the Gatend Equestrian Centre, while Chloe commits her
weekends volunteering at the Greenacres Riding Centre. Both Chloe and Myrryn
have been praised by their respective centres for their maturity and hard work
and they are very happy to have both girls on board. Chloe and Myrrin have
shown great independence and character in committing to their projects and
are helping Aspire build positive partnerships in their respective local communities.

DID YOU KNOW?

A horse’s teeth take up more space in
their head then their brain does!

DRAGONS DEN
Prospective team members were put under the microscope by Aspire Dragons Jacqueline McLeod and Ryan Stewart. Aspire is committed to its young people participating in its recruitment process and supported both young
people to ask questions of candidates during Aspire’s most recent interview process.

NEW SERVICE

OPENING

October 2015 will see the launch of a brand new service for Aspire.
The new service, based in North Ayrshire, will have a
strong focus on assessment and aims to further establish the highest levels of care and support available to children and young people across the United
Kingdom.
It will also offer a range of career opportunities for
those professional and passionate individuals who
want to make a difference in the lives of children and
young people. The service boasts a stunning landscape and environment, promoting a serene and family centred atmosphere.

FUN & OUTCOMES

Amber’s Still
Game!

Chloe’s hairdresser, Edward!

Georgia the
Explorer!

Chloe & Toni put
their faces on!

YUCK ANDREW!

FC Dovecote!

Splashing Mad!

Sleeping with the
Fishes!

Cheeeese – Kieron
on his cinema trip!

Smile Tom - it’s
Sunny!

MY SUMMER

By Ryan Stewart
My summer was great. I enjoyed a lot of activities with my friends and staff at Dovecote.

Although the weather wasn’t always great we spent a lot of time in the garden. I built a bench with Stevie and
tidied the flower beds and planted flowers with Graeme, Chloe and Mags. I also played a lot of football and really
enjoyed playing in a tournament with my friends.
My favourite part of the summer was when I got to spend time with my family and we had some fun times together. I am happy to be back at school and I am looking forward to learning some new subjects like Biology and
working in the gym for P.E.

THE ‘A’ TEAM
ROBERT’S 5 YEARS

Aspire’s very own dinosaur Mr Robert Latta will shortly be celebrating
5 years’ service at Aspire Scotland.
Robert’s dedication and commitment
to making a difference for Aspire’s
young people has been unrivalled
and we are both grateful and proud
to have Robert leading our team!

CONGRATS STEPH

Many congratulations to Stephanie
Brookes on the new arrival of her
daughter Leah Brookes, who was born
on the 03.06.2015 weighing 7lb 3oz.
Our young people at Rose Cottage
were thrilled for Steph and her family and we are all looking forward to
meeting baby Brookes!

BACK TO SCHOOL
A note from Natalie Martin and Laurence Brown,
Principal teaching Team at Aspire.

“We are delighted to receive our young people back
after a long summer break. Congratulations to our talented individuals who secured SQA accreditation within
a number of National Qualifications – we are extremely
proud of your achievements.

Ryan ready for the new term

THANKS GILLIAN

Aspire teacher Gillian Neil is leaving
to move on to the next stage in her
career.
Gillian had an incredible bond with
her pupils and will be sadly missed by
everyone.
Thanks Gillian and good luck!

The new term has some exciting new opportunities
ranging from Broad General Education through to Senior
Phase.
Aspire Education is now pleased to offer some new National Qualifications as requested by our pupils including:
Biology, Business, Computing Studies and Health and Food
Technologies.
One of our young people is returning to complete a 5th
Year and will be commencing some challenging and demanding National 5 courses.”

Natalie and Daniel reading ‘James
and the Giant Peach’

Aspire Pupil’s get creative
building a go-cart from gym
equipment

RISING STARS

Brownhill’s star, Georgia McClung, has been accepted on the
NC level 5 Hairdressing Course at Kilmarnock College.
Amber Johnston also begins her Level 4 Hairdressing course at Ayrshire College and successfully sourced a work
placement at Taylor Manning Hairdressing in Ayr – maybe she can give some style tips to the team at Gatehouse!
Chloe Halcrow starts her Landscaping and Gardening course in September – good luck!
Toni McCool has been granted an unconditional offer for NC social care – what a champ!

ASPIRE SUPPORTS NORTH
AYRSHIRE’S YOUNG CARERS

Principle Teacher, Natalie Martin, presents North Ayrshire young carers with the £208.35 raised by Aspire’s
young people at last year’s Christmas Fair.
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