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The young people of Aspire Scotland Education, aka Jolly
Jingles, wowed the local community, as well as visiting parents, carers and professionals by putting on a tremendous
Christmas Fayre within the Radio City community campus.

lor for Kilbirnie and Beith on North Ayrshire Council was
in attendance and was very impressed with the effort put
in by the young people: “There was lots of cheer, laughter, goods on sale and plenty of lovely edible goodies! It
is great to see Aspire’s links to the community and a welPrincipal Teacher Natalie Martin, as well as her colleagues come addition to the town’s preparations for Christmas.”
Tom Laurie and Gillian Hayes inspired the children and
young people of Aspire Scotland Education to host a great The event raised £285.93 and the team have decided to
event that included a raffle, several stalls and festive hos- donate the takings to Who Cares? Scotland in support of
pitality for visiting guests. All the items at the stall were their quest to support care experienced people to have
handmade and proved to be extremely popular with some their voice heard.
items selling out in no time. Anthea Dickson, SNP Counsel-
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Aspire Scotland was again nominated
for recognition by the Ayrshire Chamber of Commerce at the Ayrshire Business Awards 2016.

WORKING 9 TO 5
Dovevote Hall star Myrryn McCudden has
just ventured into the world of work.

FARM LIVING

Aspire Scotland’s Woodend Farm service has made quite the impact on our
young people.

FARM LIVING

Aspire Scotland’s Woodend Farm service has made quite
the impact on our young people. Our 5 residents as well as
young people from across all of our services have enjoyed
learning through direct experiences with animals and active
farm living.

Boasting a lush green landscape our residents along with our team have put the plans and infrastructure together to incorporate
several animals into daily life at Woodend Farm. Guests so far have included a micro pig, chickens and rabbits.
The therapies and supports available are unique and aimed to engage issues of anxiety and trauma, as well as resulting social and
emotional behaviours. Aspire Scotland’s mission is to make a difference for its young people and the farm living experience in
conjunction with the community campus model at Radio City and the assessment centre at Balgray Cottage continues to underline the organisation’s determination to be innovative in its efforts to deliver positive outcomes for children and young people.

WORKING 9 TO 5

Dovecote Hall star Myrryn McCudden
has successfully gained employment
with JD Sports. Myrryn demonstrated
resilience and confidence by going
through the application process with
several prospective employers before being offered the position with JD
Sports.

GIRFEC Senior Practitioner Steven Chatham stated Myrryn had made significant progress since taking up residence
at Dovecote Hall: “Myrryn has matured
into a pleasant, smart and thoughtful
young woman. The work experience at
Galaxy Cafe appears to have boosted
her confidence to no end and I think she
will be a great success in whatever caMyrryn is performing very well in her reer path she takes”.
new job, working full time hours and
presenting as mature and friendly, ap- Aspire Scotland’s community campus
pearing to understand the challenges of model at Radio City is intended to preworking life. As well as attending West pare children and young people for an
College Scotland for an Introduction to independent and enterprising adultRetail course Myrryn had been working hood and witnessing the successful
part time at Galaxy Café within our com- transition of Myrryn has made the enmunity campus at Radio City.
tire ‘A Team’ very proud.

OUTSTANDING PERFORMING BUSINESS
Aspire Scotland was recognised for its continued success at
the Ayrshire Business Awards 2016.

Aspire Scotland, along with two other contenders, were
nominated for the showpiece award of the night - the outstanding performing business (over 50 employees). The
award went to the very worthy Wallace McDowall Ltd.
In a great event, held at the Seamill Hydro in West Kilbride,
Aspire Scotland invited some of its longest serving team
members to the event in recognition of the impact they
have made on the organisation and its young people over
the last six years. The guest speaker Jackie Brambles, elo-

quently captured the sense of achievement for all the nominees
while the guest entertainer, Edward Reid, transformed the audience into an army of Proud Mary’s! At the 2015 awards Aspire Scotland was recognised for its innovation in business.

BALGRAY COTTAGE LIGHTS UP KILBIRNIE

In a great effort, our team from Balgray Cottage dazzled at the Kilbirnie Christmas lights
switch on by putting together an amazing stall with lots of handcrafted festive items. Young
Brandon McKie along with Elizabeth Redmond and Callum McFadzean were on hand on
the day to manage the stall, which raised an impressive £101.62, which was donated to the
Scottish Association for Mental Health.

ANDREW JOINS GALAXY

Aspire Scotland’s longest serving resident, Andrew
Graham, has started his work experience placement at
Galaxy Leisure. As well as developing key work skills such
as customer engagement, working as part of a team and
using computer systems Andrew is enjoying working
within the fitness industry and is considering completing his
Active IQ Level 2 Fitness Instruction qualification.

MOLLY CHRISTMAS

Molly Burke has sprinkled some Christmas
magic around Aspire Scotland’s services.

Working with our team at our Head Office Molly created a proposal for furnishing all of our
houses for the festive season which included, budgeting, sourcing and of course spending!
Molly has shown real leadership, talent and enthusiasm and brought a festive spark throughout our world. Well done Molly!

CHRISTMAS CARD CHAMPION

GOING GREEN FOR HALLOWEEN

Congratulations
to
Shannon Duffy on
winning the Aspire
Scotland Christmas
card competition.

Aspire Scotland went ‘Green for Halloween’ in support of the
NSPCC’s mission to fight for every childhood. All of Aspire Scotland’s residential services came together in a horrifying event that
saw some eye popping games and scares. We have to give a special
mention to Myrryn, Ali and Chloe aka Little Dead Riding Hood, Zombie Paramedic and Harley Quinn escorted by Beetlejuice who stole
the show with their costumes.

STAR GAZERS

Young people from
across our services
handcrafted
their
own Christmas cards,
which will be printed
and used to send to
parents and carers.
Shannon
received
a gift voucher for
winning and hasn’t
stopped
smiling
since!
Congratulations Shannon!

Two of our young people from our Gatehouse service, Lewis Henderson and LisaMarie Smyth look set for a bright future after exceling in their further education studies. Lewis has been attending Kilmarnock College from September and has recently
completed the Personal Empowerment course (PEZ) and has now been accepted to
study PEZ Plus course commencing January 2017.
Lisa-Marie Smyth has been studying Access to Social Care at Kilmarnock College and
is excelling in the course and working well with the team at Gatehouse to ensure she
maintains the highs traders she has set for herself. Lisa was due to transition back to
her home town early in 2017 but has requested to stay at Gatehouse until the summer so she can complete her course and work towards a positive result.

ASPIRE GOES DIGITAL

Aspire Scotland has just launched its brand new
website and twitter feed. Partnership is central to
our practice and embracing social media and online
technology now gives us the opportunity to share
the successes of our young people with all of our
partners, as well as further promote our good work
to a wider audience.
Visit us: www.aspirescotland.co.uk
Follow Us: @Aspire_Scotland

FESTIVE FUN & OUTCOMES
#nofilter!

Brain Freeze!

Cheese!

Chloe & Dean!

Cole Dude!

When Molly
met Harry!!

Mickey & Minnie!

Next Stop!

Snow Buddies!

Open Wide!

GAILES FORCE

Stephen Donaldson, Margaret Laing and
Lauren Kelso stole the show on thedancefloor while Emma O’Donnell and Janet
Bryce stole the show at the bar! Director
The team from Aspire Scotland enjoyed a Eddie McCaffrey lead the way during the
very merry evening at the Gailes Hotel in dance off where quite honestly we blew
Irvine for the team Christmas party.

THE ‘A’ TEAM

MR DEVELOPMENT

Congratulations to Robert Latta on being appointed as Aspire Scotland’s Service Development Manager. Robert has
been a role model and leader within the
organisation since our doors opened in
2010 and will now lead our sustained
focus on self-improvement so we can
continue to provide the very best experiences and opportunities for our
children, young people and staff group.

the competition away! It’s been another
exceptional year for Aspire Scotland and
the team enjoyed spending some time
together to celebrate the successes of
our children young people and of coure
the imminent arrival of the man in the
red suite.

CONGRATULATIONS CALLUM

Congratulations to Callum McFadzean
and his fiancé Megan Ross on their
recent engagement. Callum has developed positive, lasting relationships
with our children and young people
and the whole team at Aspire Scotland
is thrilled for him and Megan. Callum
has said they have yet to pick a venue for the big day – maybe Radio City
could be an option?

5 YEARS AND COUNTING

On behalf of the whole team at Aspire Scotland we would
like to thank and congratulate Aileen Kelly and Lorna Kerr on
completing 5 years’ service with the organisation. Both Aileen
and Lorna, who have worked at close quarters together at our
Brownhill Cottage service, have supported and made a difference for some of our most vulnerable young people and we look
forward to celebrating many future challenges and successes
with Lorna and Aileen.
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